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The Bicycle Spy 
      by Yona Zeldis McDonough 
Marcel loves riding his bicycle, whether he's 
racing through the streets of his small town in 
France or making bread deliveries for his par-
ents' bakery. But ever since Germany's occupa-
tion of France began two years ago, there are 
soldiers everywhere, interrupting Marcel's rides 
with checkpoints and questioning. Then Marcel 
learns two big secrets, and discovers that his 
friend's entire family is in imminent danger,  
 

Confessions of an Imaginary Friend 

 by Michelle Cuevas 
Jacques Papier has the sneaking suspicion that 
everyone except his sister Fleur hates him. 
Teachers ignore him when his hand is raised in 
class, he is never chosen for sports teams, and 
his parents often need to be reminded to set a 
place for him at the dinner table. But he is 
shocked when he finally learns the truth: He is 
Fleur's imaginary friend!  

Dara Palmer’s Major Drama 
  by Emma Shevah  
Dara Palmer longs for stardom-but when she 
isn't cast in her middle school's production of 
The Sound of Music, she get suspicious. It can't 
be because she's not the best. She was born to 
be a famous movie star. So irrepressible Dara 
comes up with a genius plan to shake up the 
school: write a play about her own life. Then 
she'll have to be the star. 

 
The Ethan Before I was Born 
 by Ali Standish 
Ethan had been many things. He was always 
ready for adventure and always willing to ac-
cept a dare, especially from his best friend, 
Kacey. But that was before. Before the accident 
that took Kacey from him. Before his family 
moved from Boston to the small town of Palm 
Knot, Georgia. In Palm Knot he meets Coralee, 
who may be just the friend Ethan needs, except 
Ethan isn’t the only one with secrets.  
 
The False Prince 
 by Jennifer Nielsen 
In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To 
unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman 
of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an 
impersonator of the king's long-lost son and 
install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are 
recruited to compete for the role, including a 
defiant boy named Sage.  

Fortune Falls 
 by Jenny Goebel  
Welcome to Fortune Falls, a magical town where 
superstitions are real. However, there aren't 
enough charms in the universe to help Sadie 
Bleeker. That's because Sadie is an Unlucky. 
And things will only get worse as she gets older, 
which is why Unluckies are sent away at age 
twelve to protect those around them. Can a girl 
who's never so much as found a single lucky 
penny change her fortune?  
 
Full of Beans 
 by Jennifer Holmes 
It’s 1934, the middle of the Great Depression. 
With no jobs on the island, and no money any-
where, who can really blame the grown-ups for 
telling a few false tales? Besides, Beans isn’t 
anyone’s fool though. In fact, he has plans. Big 
plans. And the consequences might surprise 
even Beans himself. 

Garvey’s Choice 
 by Nikki Grimes  
Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be 
athletic, but Garvey is interested in astronomy, 
science fiction, reading—anything but sports. He 
is kind, funny, smart, a loyal friend, and also 
overweight, teased by bullies, and lonely. When 
his only friend encourages him to join the school 
chorus, Garvey’s life changes.  

Gertie’s Leap to Greatness 
 by Kate Beasley 
Gertie Reece Foy is 100% Not-From-
Concentrate awesome. So when her absent 
mother decides to move away from their small 
town, Gertie sets out on her greatest mission yet: 
becoming the best fifth grader in the universe to 
show her mother exactly what she'll be leaving 
behind. 

Ghost 
 by Jason Reynolds 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly 
different backgrounds with personalities that are 
explosive when they clash. But they are also four 
kids chosen for an elite middle school track 
team—a team that could qualify them for the 
Junior Olympics if they can get their acts togeth-
er.  

Going Wild 
 by Lisa McCann  
Charlie Wilde knew her life would change forever 
when her family moved from the city of Chicago 
to the suburbs of Arizona…and that was before 
she found the bracelet. After putting it on, she 
notices odd things start to happen. Suddenly 
Charlie seems to have the speed of a cheetah 
and the strength of an elephant—and that’s just 
the beginning.  

 
Scar Island 
 by Dan Gemeienhart  
Jonathan Grisby is the newest arrival at the 
Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled 
Boys—a crumbling fortress of gray stone ris-
ing up from the ocean. And it is just the place 
Jonathan figures he deserves after what he 
did. But just as he's getting used to his new 
situation, however, a freak accident leaves the 
troubled boys of Slabhenge without any adult 
supervision. Suddenly the kids are free, with 
an entire island to themselves. But freedom 
brings unexpected danger. 

Slacker 
 by Gordon Kormon  
Cameron Boxer is very happy to spend his life 
avoiding homework, hanging out with his 
friends, and gaming for hours in his basement. 
It's not too hard for him to get away with it... 
until he gets so caught up in one game that he 
almost lets his house burn down around him. 
Oops! 
 
Terrible Typhoid Mary 
 by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  
Who was Mary Mallon?  And how did her 
name become synonymous with deadly dis-
ease, typhoid? How was she treated by medi-
cal and legal officials reveals a lesser-known 
story of human and constitutional rights, en-
tangled with the science of pathology and 
enduring questions about who Mary Mallon 
really was. 

Wish 
 by Barbara O’Connor  
Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been mak-
ing the same secret wish every day since 
fourth grade. She even has a list of all the 
ways there are to make the wish. But when 
she is sent to the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
North Carolina to live with family she barely 
knows, it seems unlikely that her wish will ever 
come true. That is, until she meets Wishbone, 
a skinny stray dog who cap-
tures her heart, and Howard, 
a neighbor boy who proves 
surprising in lots of ways. 

 
Matchstick Castle 
 by Keir Graff 
Boring, IL  lives up to its name until Brian and 
his cousin Nora have a fight, get lost, and 
discover a huge, wooden house in the forest. 
With balconies, turrets, and windows seeming-
ly stuck on at random, it looks ready to fall 
over in the next stiff breeze. To the madcap, 
eccentric family that lives inside, it’s not just a 
home—it’s a castle.  

Nine, ten: A September 11 Story 
 by Nora Baskin  
Ask anyone: September 11, 2001, was serene 
and lovely, a perfect day—until a plane struck 
the World Trade Center. Here is the story of 
four people whose lives will never be the 
same after this day: Sergio, Will, Naheed and 
Aimee. 

Projekt 1065 
 by Alan Gratz  
Infiltrate. Befriend. Sabotage. 
World War II is raging. Michael O'Shaunessey, 
originally from Ireland, now lives in Nazi Ger-
many with his parents. Like the other boys in 
his school, Michael is a member of the Hitler 
Youth. But Michael has a secret. He and his 
parents are spies. 
 
Real Friends 
 by Shannon Hales  
Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends 
ever since they were little. But one day, 
Adrienne starts hanging out with Jen, the most 
popular girl in class and the leader of a circle 
of friends called The Group. Everyone in The 
Group wants to be Jen's #1, and some girls 
would do anything to stay on top . . . even if it 
means bullying others. 
 
Save Me a Seat 
 by Sara Weeks & Gita Varadarjan  
Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in 
common -- but soon enough they have a com-
mon enemy (the biggest bully in their class) 
and a common mission: to take control of their 

lives over the course of a single crazy week.  
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